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All who
see me
scoﬀ at
me;
they
mock me
with
parted
lips,
they wag
their
heads:
Psalm 22

Page Two

Palm Sunday

PARISH AND SCHOOL STAFF
Telephone:(708) 366-7090
Fax:(708) 366-7092 www.svfparish.org
Email: oﬃce@svfparish.org
Fr. Simon Felix Michalski, OP, Pastor
Fr. Steven Kuhlmann, OP , Parochial Vicar
Fr. Raymond Bryce OP, Parochial Vicar
Jerome J. Trakszelis, Deacon
John Gaughan, Deacon
Kate Cahill, School Principal
Camela Daley, Music Director
Jean Finnegan, CPA, Business Manager
Laura Finnegan, School Accountant/Oﬃce Mgr
Lakresha Johnson, Administra ve Assistant
Bistra McCullough, Religious Educa on
Sr. Immaculata Nneji DDL, Pastoral Minister
Sylvia Ochoa, Secretary
Judy Bolton, Director of Development

REFLECTION ON SUNDAY’S READINGS

x100
x113
x104

x140
x118
x114
x143
x141
x144
x109
x100
x135

(Email addresses can be found at www.svfparish.org)

CHURCH:
7525 W. North Ave., River Forest, IL 60305
SCHOOL OFFICE:
1515 Lathrop Ave., River Forest, IL 60305
Tel (708) 771-5905
h p://www.svfschool.org/
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE:
1527 Lathrop Ave., River Forest, IL 60305
Tel (708) 366-7090 X144
PARISH OFFICES/PRIORY:
1530 Jackson Ave., River Forest, IL 60305
Tel (708) 366-7090, Fax (708) 366-7092
Oﬃce Hours:
Sunday
CLOSED
Monday-Friday: 8:00AM—12:00PM
12:45PM—7:30PM
Saturday:
CLOSED
MASSES:
Saturdays: 8:00 AM in Church
Sundays: 7:30AM, 11:00AM and 5:30PM in
Church.
Mondays/Wednesdays/Thursdays/Fridays:
7:00AM in Church
Civil Holidays: Go to www.svfparish.org
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday: 3:00 PM and by appointment
DOMINICANS IN RESIDENCE AT SVF PRIORY
Fr. Richard Peddicord, OP, Prior
Fr. Raymond Bryce, OP
Fr. Christopher Johnson, OP
Fr. Richard LaPata, OP
Fr. Simon Felix Michalski, OP
Fr. Ma hew Strabala, OP

March 28, 2021

Fr. Michael Garcia, OP
Fr. Steve Kuhlmann, OP
Fr. Jude McPeak, OP
Fr. Thomas O’Meara, OP

March 28, 2021
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Gospel for Procession (Mk 11:1-10). Jesus enters Jerusalem, not as a
temporary ruler or with worldly pomp, but as a humble king and gentle
Messiah, and is greeted joyfully by his disciples. The garments provide
an improvised saddle. The spreading of garments and branches on the
road was a form of homage for an important person (somewhat like our
red carpet).
First Reading (Is 50:4-7). This contains the third of the Servant Songs
of Second Isaiah. The servant must first be a disciple, prayerfully
receiving God’s word, before presuming to teach others. His message
evidently meets with opposi on and results in persecu on. But he
absorbs all the physical and mental abuse directed at him without
retalia ng. The insults do not really touch him, because he is confident
that God will help and vindicate him. (As we read this passage, we think
of Jesus standing alone and unarmed before Ciaphas, Herod, and Pilate).
Second Reading (Phil 2:6-11). Jesus took on himself our human
condi on. He went further s ll: he humbled himself to the point of
accep ng the most shameful kind of death – death on a cross. God
rewarded his obedience and humility by raising him up and making him
Lord of heaven and earth. The self-emptying and self-abasement of
Christ should serve as a model for every Chris an.
Gospel (Mk 14:1-15:47). Mark’s account of the Passion is the earliest
and starkest of the four Gospel accounts. He stresses the crude trial and
shocking details of Jesus’ suﬀering. He has Jesus die in total isola on –
deserted by his disciples, taunted by his enemies, derided by those who
hung with him, and worst of all, abandoned by God.
He has a Jewish trial and a Roman trial. The Jewish authori es sought
to convict Jesus of planning to destroy the Temple, and of blasphemy.
The Roman trial centered on Jesus’ being the king of the Jews. Both
authori es failed to grant Jesus jus ce and both maltreated him.
The rending of the curtain of the Temple signifies that the privilege of
Israel has ended; henceforth access to the divine presence is open to all.
The reply to the ques on that has dominated Mark’s Gospel (Who is this
man?) is found in the words of the centurion: ‘Truly, this man was the
Son of God’.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

March 28 (Palm Sunday):
Masses 7:30am, 11:00am and
5:30pm in Church.
March 29 (Monday):
7:00am Mass in Church;
1:00pm Confession and
Adora on in Church.
March 30 (Tuesday):
1:00pm Confession and
Adora on in Church; 7:00pm
Rosary in Church.
March 31 (Wednesday):
7:00am Mass in Church;
10:00am Fenwick’s Mother’s
Club Mass in Church;
1:00pm Confession and
Adora on in Church;
7:00pm RCIA via Zoom.
April 1 (Holy Thursday):
7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s
Supper in the Church.
April 2 (Good Friday):
Parish Oﬃce and Campus
Closed.
3:00pm Commemora on of
the Lord’s Passion in the
Church.
April 3 (Holy Saturday;
Easter Vigil):
12noon Easter Basket Blessing
in School Parking Lot;
7:00pm Easter Vigil Mass in
Church.

Palm Sunday — March 28th
7:30am, 11:00am & 5:30pm Masses

April 1st - Holy Thursday
7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper Adoration until 9:30pm

April 2nd - Good Friday
3:00pm – Commemoration of the
Lord’s Passion

April 3rd - Holy Saturday
12:00pm - Blessing of Easter
Baskets - School Parking Lot
7:00pm - Easter Vigil Mass

April 4th - Easter Sunday
7:30am & 11:00am Masses in Church
9:00am in School Parking Lot

Please make reservations in the
usual way.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:
Monday, March 29th
7:00AM
Tuesday, March 30th
Wednesday, March 31st
7:00AM
Thursday, April 1st - Holy Thursday
7:00PM
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Friday, April 2nd - Good Friday
3:00PM
Commemora on of the Lord’s Passion
Saturday, April 3rd - Easter Vigil
7:00PM
People of the Parish
Sunday, April 4th - Easter Sunday
7:30AM
+Richard Apuzzo Sr. and Richard Apuzzo Jr.
9:00AM
People of the Parish
11:00AM
+Bruce Brizzolara
READINGS FOR THE WEEK:
Monday: Is 42:1-7 / Ps 27:1-3, 13-14 / Jn 12:1-11 /
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6 / Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17 / Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a / Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;
Mt 26:14-25
Holy Thursday: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14 / Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 1718 / 1 Cor 11:23-26 /
Jn 13:1-15
Good Friday: Is 52:13 — 53:12 / Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25 /
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 / Jn 18:1 — 19:42
Holy Saturday: a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a] / Ps 104:1-2, 56, 10,
12, 13-14, 24, 35 / b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps
16: 5, 8-11;
c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord;
Passover begins at sunset
Monday: Monday of Holy Week
Tuesday: Tuesday of Holy Week
Wednesday: Wednesday of Holy Week
Thursday: Holy Thursday; Paschal Triduum begins
Friday: Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion;
Fast and Abs nence
Saturday: Holy Saturday; Vigil of Easter

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:
Corrine Albergo, Susan Albovias, Baby Mildred Karol, Gina
Bacon, Asuncion Beaupre, Gina Bra man, Dolores Boveri, Joe
Briglio, Barbara Capozzoli, Debbie Carlson, Heather Carsello,
Elaine Castanoli , America Cas llo, John Cecala, Amy Check,
Thomas Cogley, Rica Conci, Tom Considine, Sabrina Conforte,
John Corcoran, Rose Marie Cor le , Buzzy Cris one, Sam
Cozzo, John Dalicandro, Dorothy Elaine Dato, Carolina De
Guzman, Veronica DelaTorre, Mary Ann DeVito, Nora DeVito,
Mary Ellen DiVito, Rachelle Entler, Nico Felice, Dorothy Frankel,
Patricia Galecki, Mike Giglio, Tony Giglio, Carol Glab, Gemma
Gotauco, Patricia Harty, David Griﬃth, Celia Guevara, Maria L.
Jimenez, Olga B. Jimenez, Rosemary Jimenez-White, Thomas
Joslin, Josie Karr, Elaine & Richard Kallal, Evelyn Kelly, Virginia
Kielb, Lore a Kirby, Christ Kirby, Sophia Kowalczyk, Renee
Kunkel, Frances Livich, Kazimierz Machalski, Kiana Marconi, Krisna Maria, Benitzio Mar nez, Sarah McDonald, Mary Ann
McGraw, Vedasto Mendoza, Arlene Mikol, Sco Miller, Eleanor
Milionis, Tyler Moebus, Dolores Mondo, Eugenia Morales, Helen
Nacov, Kaylo Nanni, Richard Necastro, Rosemary Pisani, Tina
Piscopo, Monica Potaczek, Ernest Raczkiewicz, Rosalie Rizzo,
Sharon Roman, Peter Roman, Joe Rose , Elisa Rusci , Dolores
Sabatello, John Sheahan, Sco Skelly, Holden Sepe, Donata Serritella, Valen na Skreko, Mary Spitzer, Bill Steber, James O.
Stola, John Summaria, Barbara Thome, Giovanna Urso, Pilar
Valdes, Ralph Ventrella, Elizabeth Viola, Fr. Dennis Woerter, OP.
May our prayers bring them strength, healing and peace.
Please call our Parish Oﬃce to add a loved one’s name to our parish
prayer list. Names are removed a er four weeks unless contacted.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED:
Michael Maly
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE
MILITARY AND POLICE:
Senior Airman Armando Chavez (Air Force)
Captain Daniel Armstrong (USMC)
Oﬃcer Robert Reeves and Staﬀ Sergeant Stephen Sandoval
Captain Kevin Zander
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS
FOR MARCH:
Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of
reconcilia on with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of
God.
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Simon Says ...

“Holy Week challenges us to step outside ourselves to a end to the needs of others: those who long for a sympathe c ear, those
in need of comfort or help. We should not simply remain in our own secure world, that of the ninety-nine sheep who never strayed
from the fold, but we should go out, with Christ, in search of the one lost sheep, however far it may have wandered. Holy Week is
not so much a me of sorrow, but rather a me to enter into Christ’s way of thinking and ac ng. It is a me of grace given us by the
Lord so that we can move beyond a dull or mechanical way of living our faith, and instead open the doors of our hearts, our lives,
our parishes, our movements or associa ons, going out in search of others so as to bring them the light and the joy of our faith in
Christ.” Pope Francis
My Dear friends,
I would like to encourage you to a end all the Holy Week Liturgies. These “events” are the highlight of the whole liturgical year.
On Palm Sunday we will remember the triumphal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem and his horrific passion and death on the
cross. He laid down His life for us. "Palm Sunday tells us that... it is the cross that is the true tree of life." — Pope Benedict XVI
Holy Thursday we will focus on the gi of the Holy Eucharist and the Priesthood. This is the greatest aspect of our lives since
Jesus gives Himself to us at every Mass. "God dwells in our midst, in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar." - St. Maximilian Kolbe
During the Chrism Mass, we will pray for the sick so that every me a priest is called to anoint them throughout the year, our
prayers will accompany him. We will pray for all those who will be confirmed, bap zed, and ordained. Our prayers will unite with
all the angels and the saints in heaven and on earth. “The Chrism Mass is a celebra on of the en re Chris an
community.” (Anonymous)
Good Friday we will focus on the suﬀering of Jesus and the price of our salva on. This is the one day of the year when Mass is
not celebrated all around the world. We will instead be remembering and thanking Jesus for his love for us, in a very beau ful and
ancient Liturgy. “The modern world, which denies personal guilt and admits only social crimes, which has no place for personal
repentance but only public reforms, has divorced Christ from His Cross; the Bridegroom and Bride have been pulled apart. What
God hath joined together, men have torn asunder.” - Venerable Fulton Sheen
Easter Vigil is beyond great! It is “Super Catholic Night”, when we remember all of salva ons history, and accompany our newest
members in their first and precious steps in the fullness of the Faith. "God loves each of us as if there were only one of us." - St.
Augus ne
Easter Sunday, we remember and celebrate the Resurrec on of Jesus from the dead! The tomb is empty! He is Risen! We are set
free and victorious over sin and death. “Christ lives in us and leads us, through mutual encounter and commitment, into a new
future which we build together for one another. That future is called the Kingdom of God.” - Thomas Merton
Peace,
Fr. Simon Felix OP

Page Six

Palm Sunday

HOW TO IDENTIFY
AND CRUSH YOUR
PREDOMINANT FAULT!
Cue the Darth Vader theme music. It’s me to conclude our
discussion of the greatest spiritual obstacle few of us want to
dwell upon (or even know about).
In my last post I forced us all to consider our Big Kahuna of sin,
our Grand Poobah of iniquity – our Predominant Fault.

March 28, 2021

5. Ask yourself “What tempts me most?” “What is my weak
area?” The Devil certainly knows, and is probably
squeezing that pressure point pre y o en. Pinpoint it.
Finally, Fr. Lagrange says that “in moments of true fervor the
inspira ons of the Holy Ghost ask us for the sacrifice of this
par cular fault.” If God is asking you do something like this,
there’s a reason.
So there you go – how to discover your Predominant Fault.
But as GI Joe said back in the 80s cartoon, “knowing is only
half the ba le.” How do we kill it? (A phrase that sounds so
deliciously un-PC.)
3 Ways To Kill The Predominant Fault
You can’t combat your predominant fault without a healthy
interior life. So here are the keys.
Sincere prayer. You go a want it. Pray something like – “Lord,
get rid of anything in my life that keeps me from you.” And
mean it. (Check out my free guide, 8 Ways To Jumpstart Your
Prayer Life for help on this one.)
Examina on of Conscience. Don’t just think about it. Write
down how many mes you fell to this fault. It’s like lis ng the
checks wri en out of your bank account. Falling to your
predominant fault is like a big withdrawal from your spiritual
savings account. You have to keep track so you can make a
matching deposit. How? Look at number 3.

It’s important because if we don’t fight it, we’re in big spiritual
trouble. We’ll have no fer le interior life, which means no real
spiritual growth. So let’s turn our a en on to how Fr.
Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. says we can iden fy, and then crush,
this killer of souls.
6 Ways To Iden fy Your Predominant Fault

1. Ask God to show you. (He’ll answer…the ques on is will
we listen?) Ask for grace and then examine the things that pre
-occupy your thoughts, especially during prayer. What issues
or thoughts distract you the most when you’re trying to focus
and recollect yourself?

2. Ask “What makes me happy or sad?” (Add extra penance
for any joyful response involving parachute pants or zubaz.)
Not everything that causes these emo ons is a fault, of
course, but they are clues.

3. What mo vates my ac ons? Par cularly my sinful ones?
Mo ve is huge. It’s the guard at the gate of the soul. Be
honest.

Do some penance. (Or as Fr. Lagrange puts it – “Impose a
sanc on.”) No pain, no gain” is just as true for spiritual
workouts as it is in the sweaty world of Zumba. “This
penance,” says Fr. Lagrange, “may take the form of prayer, a
moment of silence, an exterior or interior mor fica on.”
Regardless of form, it is to be “repara on for the fault and
sa sfac on for the penalty due it.” In other words, make the
penance match the crime. Doing so helps us start to think
twice before doing it again.
Okay! We’re on our way to ridding ourselves of the
Predominant Fault! Wooohooo! But remember, it’s going to
be hard. Your predominant fault doesn’t want to be unmasked
and lose its hold on your life. But if you turn to Christ to help,
you can do it.
Quo ng St. Augus ne, the Council of Trent declared, “God
never commands the impossible; but in giving us His precepts,
He commands us to do what we can, and to ask for the grace
to accomplish what we cannot do.” Now git-r-dun!
God bless!
Ma hew

4. What do others think is my Predominant Fault? If you’re
married, you probably don’t need to ask. Your spouse has
already told you (if your teenager hasn’t). If you’re unmarried
or your spouse thinks you’re always totally awesome, ask a
trusted friend or a spiritual director. Regardless, others are
more objec ve than we are with ourselves.

P.S. For more help in the spiritual life, check out the latest
episode on my new podcast – The Art of Catholic!
h ps://ma hewsleonard.com/how-to-iden fy-and-crush-your
-predominant-fault/
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Generational Healing Prayer
Service and Healing Rosary
for Families
March 29th at 7pm in the Church
This is a time to pray for healing and to pray for each person in our family tree.
Some oil will be blessed and available to take home (limited quantities). We
will be praying for the intercession of St. Vincent Ferrer
and St. Gemma Galgani.

Note:
A generational Healing Service is a para-liturgy rather than the Holy Mass or
the Sacrament of Healing (Anointing of the sick). There will be prayers asking
for healing, including the Rosary.
To prayerfully prepare for the service, write down your family tree and bring it
with you to the service.

Page Eight

Palm Sunday

March 28, 2021

FOUR SENSES OF
SCRIPTURE

Stations of Light
April 9th at 7pm
(one night only)
While the Stations of the
Cross focus on events
within one day of Christ’s
life on earth, the Way of
Light begins with the
story of the Resurrection
and focuses on the aweinspiring events from the
Resurrection to
Pentecost. The symbols in
both devotions, the cross
and the empty tomb, were
key symbols in the early
church.
We will be in the Church,
please RSVP in the usual way.

The most important part of reading the Bible is making sure
you understand the literal sense of the text. This can mean
knowing the vocabulary, understanding the literary form of
the text, inves ga ng the original language used, or
unpacking the symbolism of a parable. For example, when
Jesus says “I am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:5),
you have to know he is referring to himself being the main
shoot of a grapevine and his disciples being the oﬀshoots,
and not to himself being a vine clinging to the branches of a
tree. When God appears to Abram as “a smoking brazier and
a flaming torch” (Genesis 15:17, NAB), you need to know
that a brazier is a small, portable metal pot for holding
smoking coals, and not a bra (brassiere)!
Once the literal sense of the text is understood, there are
three spiritual senses that can be discovered. The first
spiritual sense is the allegorical sense, by which we
understand the events recorded in the Bible by recognizing
how they point to Christ. The story of the Israelites and their
exodus from Egypt can be interpreted allegorically as the
salva on of a sinner from sin, with the crossing of the Red
Sea symbolizing bap sm.
The second spiritual sense is the moral sense, which teaches
us how Christ desires his disciples to act. Some parts of
Scripture are very clearly moral teachings, such as when
Jesus tells his disciples to turn the other cheek to one who
strikes them (Ma hew 5:39). In other places the moral
meaning must be uncovered. In the parable of Jesus where a
widow begs a judge day a er day to hear her case, the moral
teaching is that Chris ans should persevere in prayer.
The third spiritual sense is the anagogical sense, which
reveals the eternal significance of events and reali es
recorded in the Bible; that is, it relates the events to death,
the final judgment, hell, and heaven. This sense is very
apparent in the parables of Jesus that involve the judgment
at the end of me, like the separa on of the sheep and the
goats (Ma hew 25:31-46).
(See Catechism 115-119)
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